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Word Up-or Down? TRANSPARENCY 20 

SKILL DETERMINING THE MAIN IDEA t STRATEGY MOST IMPORTANT WORD 

Model 
Anita looked at her big sister Joyce and thought about how 

much she didn't want Joyce to go away to college. For all of 

Anita's life,Joyce had been there to help her, the little sister. 

Joyce taught her how to French braid her hair, how to play 
soccer, and how to work her algebra. Anita remembered all the 

time Joyce had spent with her.Anita didn't want Joyce to 
leave. Then, Roger, their little brother, came running into the 

room, begging Joyce to come outside and play with him. 
"Can't, Roger-Dodger," Joyce said. "I've got to finish packing." 

"Oh," Roger said, looking sad. Then he looked at Anita. 

"Guess it's up to you now," he said as he grinned and tossed 

Anita the ball. 
Just as Anita was about to shake her head no, she suddenly 

remembered all the afternoons she had begged Joyce to play 

with her and all the times Joyce had said yes. She also realized 

that she was no longer the middle sister. With Anita leaving, 
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g she was now the big sister. Someday her little brother would 
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-0 be thinking about missing her when she was getting ready to 
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go off to college.02 
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n "I guess families are always changing," she thought to her­e>­
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'"' self as she watched her sister pack for one more moment. 
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u Then Anita headed out the door and changed from being a lit­

tle sister to being a big one. 

EL E ~ l E NT S O F L I TE R AT U R E Reading Skills and Strategies I 85 



~\n.~ead 

~ Word Up-or Down? TRANSPARENCY 21 

SKILL DETERMINING THE MAIN IDEA I STRATEGY MOST IMPORTANT WORD 

Model 
Josh: I think the most important word is word. 

Jan: No, thi i n t ju t words. think the roo t 
. P rtant wor . 0 ifusing. 

Josh: Why confusing? 

Jan: The first nings are confusing, and 

the end t enew 

words. It a 0 ay se era! t' 

confus' g. So, it's 1 ot ju t about words, but about how 

confusing they a e. 

Josh: But the whole thing is about words. 

Jan: Yeah. But the passage give examples of how words 

are confu ing. 

Josh: So, what does that make the main idea? 

Jan: The main idea of tIlis MiniR ad i that word 

are confusing. 

Josh: You could say that the main idea of this is words. 

Jan: No, that~ like the subject.What's tl e idea the author is 

trying to get across? 
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Josh: Oh, I get it.The author wanted to write about words, 
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Ol but what the author actually wrote about words is howQ 
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they can confuse us. 
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